or Writes 


riday I asked you to go 
Florence. You replied al- 
1ese words: “Never again. 
n too much. I’ve suffered 
already. I'll never go back 
It just 
broke me. I don’t believe 
wants: me is bo back to that 
“J again.” 


alke that over again. 


m marriage are sacred. “Till 
us do part,” you promised 
God and man. In the Scrip- 
TOC poe: ves hate q putting 


eover, in the New Testament 
ord says that a man and his 

re no longer two but one, 
xcept f for one cause, that unity 
not be broken. The courts 
land may give you permission 
sak it for other reasons, but 
eful lest by asking the courts 


ae you. find yourself to 


God. 

a, you are overlooking the 
at she is not alone to blame 

the sorrow and. the suffering 

home. Y You, mee, are guilty, 


The vows you | 
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Blair, Nebraska, March 18 1957 


A Serious Letter 


The Parsonage 


You have at times been unreason- 
able. You have deliberately annoy- 
ed and provoked your wife. You 
have behaved outrageously and 
spoken cruelly. God is witness of 
these things. You have not tried 
honestly and earnestly—at least not 
recently—to win or to recover her 
affection. Even when she expressed 
the desire to have you return, you 
spurned the request. You make an 
alibi for yourself by saying, “It’s 
no use. We can’t get along together. 
We've tried.” But I fear the real 
reason is—and you will be held to 
account for that—that you don’t 
want to. If you did, and humbly and 
earnestly tried, the grace of God 
would enable you to keep your mar- 
riage vows. 

Florence wants you to come back. 
She is sorry for her aggravations 
and, forgiving all you have done, 
has asked your forgiveness. She 
wants to make up; but you refuse, 
and your words have been unkind. 
You cannot excuse yourself by 
continuing to say, “It’s no use,” for 
that is only so because you don’t 
want it to be. 

Others cannot know the wounds 
and the suffering you have both 
endured from one another, but God 
has seen and knows all. 

- Certainly He does not want this 
suffering to be repeated, nor any 
continuance of your sorrow. But 
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Tom and Florence wanted to be . 
divorced and the pastor writes to 
the husband. 


if, before God, you both seriously _ 
and sincerely will make up your © 
minds to please Him, by being 
thoughtful and considerate of each 
other’s feelings, both in your words 
and in all you do, your going back 
will not mean renewed sorrow. And, 


your hearts, the wounds of the past 
will in time heal, and loving affection 
will revive again. This I am sure 
is what God wills. 


By refusing to yield, you are hold- 
ing her to account, and you are 
repeating the folly of the man who 
demanded payment from his fellow- 
servant after he himself had been 
forgiven. Would you wish God to 
demand from you the full payment 
that your own cruelty and mis- — 
behavior toward her deserves? Don’t 
lightly say, “Yes,’ because if God 
does so, your suffering may be — 
greater than anything you have yet 
experienced. In the normal course of MW 
life God has ways of bringing us ~ 
the harvest of our own doings. If — 
we do not do right, the harvest — 
brings sorrow. And always we ose a 
more than we sow. 


I am not suggesting that, half- — 
heartedly, you try again for a time. 
That would mean certain failure 
But because you love and fear God 
I do implore you, wholeheartedly, — 
to turn again to your wife and to — 
determine to live with her the rest 
of your days in kindness and — 

(Continued on page 13) 


_ EBENEZER LUTHERAN CHURCH, 
McCABE, MONT., TO OBSERVE 
50th ANNIVERSARY 


This congregation on the Montana 
rairies will observe its 50th anniver- 
sary next June. It will be host to the 
orth Dakota—Montana district con- 
ention June 23-25. The Sunday morn- 
g and afternoon services will be the 
yilee services. The three sons of 
the congregation who are serving as 
pastors in our church have all ac- 
ted our invitation to be our special 
liversary guests. They are pastors 
er Olsen, Eugene Wekander, and 
rnon Andersen. The invitation has 
o been extended to Mrs. H. P. K. 
nsen, a daughter of one of the 
meer members of the congregation 
d of the community, and the wife 
Rev. Hansen, who was the second 


rteen pastors who have served this 
igregation are still among the living 
in active work. It would have 
a real satisfaction to the con- 


all these friends and former pas- 
with the assurance of an expenses- 
trip to be among us these days. 
ce we did not feel ourselves equal 
that, we have limited this promise 
the four special workers who have 
out from among us. We do, 


a 


Not only is a most hearty 
ation and welcome extended to 
, but also to other friends or for- 
members. 


\s a part of our preparation for 
coming event, a large group of 
ng workers has renovated the 
tire church. The interior has been 
inted and the floors refinished. More 
¢ will be done when the weather 
_ permit work outside. 
anniversary booklet is being 
spared. It will show that Ebenezer 
been a very active congregation 
d has always had a real interest 
the work of synod and in our dis- 
: t. The Rev. Theo. M. Hansen is 
pastor at McCabe. 
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News and Notes 


EBEN-EZER, BRUSH, COLORADO 
By Victor E. Bagger 


Last time we sent a greeting from 
here was in the heat of summer. That 


season never fails here in Colorado. 


The rest of the year is unpredictable. 
Older people have not for years seen 
as much snow as this winter. So 
this month both the groundhog and 
the weatherman predicted another six 
weeks of frost and snow. Since then 
we have had spring weather with mild 
rain, “vintergekker” (snowdrops) and 
budding daffodils. 

The weather comes to mean much 
when you have 70 “shut-ins” around 
you longing to be rolled out to the 
beautiful grounds they can see through 
the windows. During the last year 
we took care of more than one hun- 
dred guests and patients; twenty of 
them were ambulant, the rest either 
invalid or bedfast. When you have to 
stay indoors for months of cold weath- 
er you come to appreciate a home 
that is anything but “streamlined”— 
where everything is different when 
you move about. Only it is too hard 
on the nursing staff, when they have 
to carry trays and sometimes patients 
up and down steps. 

That is why we are looking forward 
with great expectation to the installa- 
tion of the elevator. 

These days it is a year ago since 
we first wrote in our church papers 
about the need for an elevator, what 


a blessing it would be for both patients 


and staff. The response was over- 
whelming and has given us much en- 
couragement financially as well as 
spiritually. Hundreds of letters told 
about a wide circle of friends who 
recognized the ministry of mercy as 
an essential part of the Church’s 
calling, and who saw our need. 

Thanks to you the Elevator Fund 
today stands at $12,945.00. Since, how- 
ever Government regulations call for 
an outside elevator shaft and the 
retaining of the present stairway for 
emergency, the total cost of installa- 
tion will amount to $15,000.00. But 
the elevator is under construction now 
and should be ready by Pentecost. 
At that time we hope to be 
able to pay for it through additional 
contributions. ; 


a panel on the subject, | 


Sunday afternoon to v 


protection, but who 


this. For according to the 
churches and ladies-aids wk 
helped so far most all of you 
contributed already. Some | 
twice to speed up action. 
wrote us: “You will reme. 
I told you, that if the elev 
did not come along as fast a 
you could count on another c 
me; so I am enclosing a 
apply to the fund.” 

All acknowledgements 
published in our publication 1 
If you are not already a : 
(50c a year) please write for 
Receipt is being sent by mail fon 
contribution. wets | 


Week in Pastoral Theology 1 
held June 17-21 on the ca 
Wartburg and Trinity | 
Dubuque, Iowa. The gu 
member will be Dr. J ph 
tunian, McCormick Semina: 
gian and author, who — 
through the week on the 
Holy Spirit and the Chris: 
Dr. Wm. E. Hulme, profe 
pastoral theology and pastor 
ing at Wartburg Seminary wi 
each day on the subject, S 
in Pastoral Care. | 
Evening speakers includ 
Kyer and Miss Margaret K; 
que psychiatrist and child ps; 
respectively, and Dr. S 1 
man of Wartburg Semi 
lecture on Preaching the Law 
peutically. The final evenin 


Pastor’s Emotional Need 
For further information 
Trinity Seminary, Du 


Pastor H. Irving Peterse 
in the Graettinger parish 
March 3rd, by Distri 
M. Videbeck. The ‘con 


a reception for him ‘ 


boring pastors were invite 


ie xt 
ae oe 


aie 


PASTORS AND SOC 
Clergymen who wa 


E ANSGAR LUTHERAN, Official Organ of the 
ted Evangelical Lutheran Church, published 
kly by Lutheran Publishing House, Blair, Nebr. 


Much of our news is received from Re- 
ligious News Service, and the News 
Bureau of the National Lutheran Council. 


rials and Comments 


N At aed FOR LoS Capea? 


nity to an open Lye evening or base eat 
our church. “You might explain your church 
as you take them around. Give them a little 
t the Lutheran church and: invite oh to 
some Sunday morning service. 


y sound like a wild idea, but the fact is that 
Catholics have been inviting Protestants to 
urches to “open house” and they suggest that 
‘made a practise. 


ote from Church and State: 


ing to a report of The Catholic Review, in what 
operation understanding” Protestants are to 
ed to an “open house” staged by Roman Catholic 
Such a project was successfully carried 
in Oklahoma City where, on a given Sunday, 
000 Protestants” visited the Roman churches 
y. They received an explanation of Roman 
worship and questions were answered. Two 
meetings were planned for those interested 
ming converts. “Operation understanding” is 
ated in other parts of the country. 


is much here to be commended. It is to be 
1 Protestants, also, will take up this idea. 
an “operation understanding” to acquaint 
Satholics with Protestant worship? Why not an 
louse” Sunday when all Protestants would be 
ged to invite their Roman Catholic friends to 
- services, receive explanations and ask ques- 


/ \ 


? Because what Protestants are free to do 
tholics are not free to do. A nice operation 
anding when sponsored by the hierarchy be- 
insidious threat to the true faith when Prot- 
inisters take it up. What is considered broad 

herly when done by Protestants becomes a 
sin when done by Roman Catholics. 


loes understanding mean? Why should not 


fay not try it? It could well be advertised as 
mn. in poe one se in the com- 


+ the Scare “They are ae very hak 
Lutheran Church, because they have the idea 
er was the big bad pot who broke out of the 
as “Catholics are also very neglected from 


ea 


ral pet of view. They are rather isolated in 


the religious life of the community because of their own _ 
schools and because they do not mix with Protestants 
religiously. 

The Lutheran Church should be a very good church 
in which to have such an “open house.” It has an altar 
and it uses a liturgical service. In that respect it is 
like the Roman Catholic churches. i 

If such an “open house” was conducted in a positiv 
and kind manner without stating anything specially 
objectionable in the Roman Church, it would not sur. 
prise us if it would be of great help and it might even |3 
be welcomed by many Roman Catholics. re) 

It would take much courage and wisdom to try Me 


‘But if the Roman Church can do it, why cannot we d 
it? 


ae 
he 


WHAT DO YOU APPRECIATE? 


We are getting so many interesting answers to 
questionary of Feb. 25th, that we reprint it to give 
readers a second chance. If you did not answer tk 
first questionary, take a post card or write the number 
on a piece of paper and give your short reactions t 
each of the 10 numbers and mail it to the editor. 

1. What do you always look for in the paper? 
2. What do you think of Church News from Here an 
There? 
3. What do you always read in the paper? 
4. What do you never read in the paper? 
5. Do we have enough devotional articles in the pap 
6. What do you think of the Editorials and Commen 
7. How do you like By the Fireside page? 
8. Do you young people read the two youth pages? 
9. Do you read the “Acknowledgements” in the pape 
10. What would you like in the paper which you dc 
find in it now? : 


WHY LUTHER LEAGUERS DROP OUT 


The Lutheran Church, Mo. Synod, has completed 
survey of its young people’s work. The synod allo 
$10,000 to cover the expenses. Some interesting rest 
were revealed. On the question of why their you 
people drop out of their league (Walther League in 
Mo. Synod) and are lost to the church and many times 
to the Savior. These were the answers. i: 


Factors Accounting for Youth Losses 


Outside interests... 0F sc winds adie les 66% 
Companionship outside the church .. 64% 
Mixed marriages; sini eine. seb eek oe 42% 
Removal from home and church 

CAST AMCE OS GS ah vik itso a olan. b Woe 27% 
Quality of youth program .......... 16% 
Failure to notify distant church .... 14% 
SOcishvMBitioms i.e g 2s... oie oe em elals we 11% 
Quality of church program .......... 4% 
Mea erigln Sel akPdkn hrs e's vialaie's 5. REO 3% 
IVEMISICURA saa iat Miten Netw Caehe homme: E70 


» sia ia RM i a Es ne i a it a ual eee ta Ws 


} ee News from here and there 


ELC APPLIES FOR 
_ MEMBERSHIP IN WORLD 
q COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


- At its annual meeting at Minne- 
2 oo: the ELC’s Church Council, 
acting on a directive from the mil- 
lion-member church body’s biennial 
"convention last June, authorized the 
president of the Church, Dr. Fred- 
a rik A. Schiotz, “to take the neces- 
4 3 sary steps” S seek World Council 
Be bentip “on a confessional 
i ‘The ELC’s application has been 
ES reaninitted to Dr. Samuel McCrea 
_ Cavert of New York, executive 
ecretary in America for the World 
‘ouncil, and it is expected that 
pf vorable action will be taken on 
it at the annual meeting of the 
~ WCC’s policy-making Central Com- 
mittee at New Haven, Conn., July 
F _ 30-August 7. 
3 In a complete reversal of the 
3 == adopted by its 1948 general 
" convention, which voted against 
we membership by 872 to 546, the 
ELC last June voted by 1,434 to 
685 to seek “immediate” member- 
_ ship in the international, interchurch 
: agency. 
- This action removed a major 
" obstacle to the planned 1960 merger 
of the ELC with the American Luth- 
. be eran Church, 899,078 baptized mem- 
bers, and the United Evangelical 
Seluatheran Church, 59,832 members, 
both of whom are members of the 
~ World Council. 
ne i sae DAN, 
of CHURCH GROUP HITS PLANS 
FOR TORONTO SUNDAY 
, NEWSPAPER 
$ ef Toronto, Ont.—Plans of the To- 
_ronto Telegram to publish a Sunday 
edition beginning March 17 were 
_denouned by the board of evange- 
_ lism and social service of the United 
Church of Canada at its annual 
Benceting here. 
_ The board served warning that 
i the Telegram goes ahead with 
_ the plans it will ask the attorney 
| general of Ontario province to pro- 


national well being,” 


secute, under the Lord’s Day Act of 
Canada, anyone who sells the paper. 

United Church ministers and 
members were urged by the board 
to uphold the act by refusing to 


buy the Sunday Telegram if and — 


when it appears on the streets. 
The board described the Tele- 
gram’s plans as “flouting the Lord’s 
Day Act.” It said the projected 
Sunday paper would be “trucked and 
otherwise delivered” to newsstands, 
hotel lobbies, railway and bus ter- 
minals, drugstores and other outlets 


in Ontario.” 

“It will be delivered on the Lord’s 
Day,” the churchmen added, “to 
subscribers in houses, apartments 


and dwellings by hundreds of young 
children, including girls of tender 
years, involving seven days a week 
employment.” 

The board adopted the resolution 
after Dr. James R. Mutchmor, its 
secretary, had declared: “Now is 
the time to act to preserve the 
Lord’s Day. The Sunday paper 
would be one more means of whit- 
tling away the basic structure of 
the Lord’s Day in Canada—one more 
step toward making our life entire- 
ly secular.” 

‘The Rev. Robert Christie of Van- 
couver, B. C., said permissive legis- 
lation is being sought in the British 
Columbia legislature for Sunday 
papers, and the Lord’s Day Alliance 
plans to appeal to the supreme 
court if it is approved. 


Meanwhile, opposition to Sunday 
newspapers was expressed by the 
Canadian Baptist, official publica- 
tion of the Baptist Convention of 
Ontario and Quebec and the Baptist 
Union of Western Canada. 


Declaring that those in Toronto 
who sought to publish a Sunday 
paper were “a menace to our 
it said the 


only reason a newspaper wants to 


publish on seven days instead of six — 


“is that it may add to its profits 
another day’s take.” 


~ 
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REPORTS METHODIST GR 
NOT KEEPING PACE W 
POPULATION INCRE: : 
Dr. Harry Denman of I 
general secretary of the 
General Board of Evangelis 
here the membership grow 
The Methodist Church has nx 
keeping pace with the pc 
increase. 
Addressing the board’s 
meeting, he said the Chur 
increase last year was about | 
members—or 1.4 per cent—w 
population increased about t 
cent. ; 
The desorainntins now has 
9,445,000 members, he said. — 
Although the net increase ¥ 
largest in six years, Dr. D 
said, the Church “should ha 
gain of at least three per 


One reason why Methodi 
not, kept pace with the 4 
onaty he said, was that 
nomination is not org niz’ 
sufficient number of new c 
“We need to go to the ney 
munities and start new chu: 
he said, “We need to A 
people.” 


nated April 21-28 for its 195 
Clothing Appeal. 

The agency said it had | sei 
ter to more than 10,000 L 
congregations in‘ the United 
urging their support of th 
paign. LWR serves in the | 
relief field for both the 1] 
Lutheran Council and the Li 
Church-Missouri Synod. 


eet overseas. as a re 
two drives, 


ares s 


SERMON ON THE 
HYDROGEN BOMB 


Edward Teller, creator of the 
en bomb, addressing the 
-annual Jet Age Conference 
Air Force Association in 
ton, declares that Soviet 
s will soon outstrip our 
ans and that in ten years 
ill lead the world in guided 
- and bomb production. Dr. 
‘Bronk of the National Aca- 
of Science echoes Dr. Teller’s 
nd expresses great concern 
/ matter. The inference, of 
zis that we must train more 
sts, build bigger and better 
and so make sure that ca- 
fhe does not overtake us. 
ary of the Air Force Quarles 
e slight comfort, telling us 
ve Air Force has asked Con- 
for a ‘budget allowance of 
000,000 and that, if and when 
granted, our superiority and 
will be assured. 
this, serious as it is, needs 
further interpretation and 
plication. True, we are en- 
in a deadly armament race 
r rival does seem to have the 
mn us. But this fact, for us 
istian people, must always be 
ing more than a stern call 
ger and deadlier weapons of 
‘tion. Much rather is it a 
rr increased Christian effort 
ld over. World safety and 
‘peace cannot come simply 
1e making of bigger and bet- 
nbs. It can only come when 
hearts are tamed and when 
s nations elect to follow the 
of Peace. In short, let some 
skill and energy now being 
in the manufacture of bombs 
cated to an effort to make 
anity more effective in all 
as this be done with 
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By Gerhard Lenski 


skill, determination and prayer—and 
we do not doubt for an instant that 
war fears will subside, world wel- 
fare will be enhanced and longed 
for peace will begin to cover the 
earth as the waters cover the sea. 


EMBATTLED ISRAEL 

Washington has many head-aches, 
not least among which is that of 
embattled Israel. Now more than 
eight years old, occupying only 8,000 
square miles—an area smaller than 
that of Massachusetts—this tiny 
country has had a stormy existence 
from the start and continues to be 
a center of world commotion. On 
the one hand stands glowering Egypt 
which Israel has dared to invade 
with the help of the French and the 
British. On the other hand stands 
the great Arab world, declaring that 
no peace can be had with a country 
founded on injustice and created at 
the expense of nearly a million help- 
less people now herded into concen- 
tration camps. In the offing stands 
Russia, feeding the flames of Egyp- 
tian hatred and Arab discontent. The 
United States has clearly indicated 
its disapproval of Israel’s ambitious 
plans and the United Nations has 
asked her to withdraw from certain 
territories she has occupied by force. 
Israel refuses to budge. The tensions 
tighten. President Eisenhower must 
return from his vacation trip to con- 
fer with leaders in Congress. Some- 
thing must be done. The thoughtful 
observer asks—what? 

Some Bible students like to think 


that the establishing of the State of . 


Israel is the fulfillment of Bible 
prophecy and that present develop- 
ments are simply a part of God’s 
great plan for the final home-com- 
ing of His chosen people. It is 
hard to interpret the mind of God 
in a matter so vast as this. Even 


so, some things should be clear. 
For one thing, Israel’s return to 
God’s favor is not predicated on the 
basis of force, strategy, financial — 
acumen and other such worldly 
methods as are now being invoked 
both by Israel and those trying to of 
help her. Her return and restora- 
tion, if these are to come to pass at 
all, can only come when she turns 
in repentance and faith to the God 
whom she has forgotten and when 
she walks in the ways of the Prince 
of Peace. Not only is this the clear 
teaching of the Scriptures, but there 
is also ample historical precedence © 
to make its meaning clear. In other — 
words, so long as Israel fails to 
reckon with these spiritual realities, 
she will continue to be embattled 
and the ancient prophecy will be in 
process of fulfillment which says: 
“Where there is ‘no vision, the peo- 
ple perish.” 
Meantime it is hoped that Presi- | 
dent Eisenhower and his chiefs will _ 
be granted wisdom and courage t 
deal with this knotty problem, that 
they will dare to choose the right — 
rather than the easy solution and — 
that a new Israel will be born—one 
dedicated to justice, mercy and 
humility before God. Aa 
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BOOK REVIEW 5 
The Cross in the Old Testament 


By H. Wheeler Robinson, Westmin- 
ster Press, 192 pages, $3.00. 


This book is divided into three 
parts: The Cross of Job, the Cross 
of the Servant and the Cross of | 
Jeremiah. We find this book very 
valuable. Job is certainly a goo 
study. The reader of Job will find 
much help in this analysis. This 
may be said of the other two parts 
as well. ; 


2 


A Simple Guide to Prayer 


By John Underwood Stephens, : 
Abingdon Press, 124 pages, $2.00. 


The nature, effort and time of 
prayer are well treated in this book. 
It will instruct the reader in the art 
of prayer. 

—JMJ 


By Cornelius K. Hansen 


ll four Gospel writers tell us about 
er’s denial of Jesus. Three of the 
pel writers. namely, Matthew, 
, and Luke, also tell us how 
Ss foretold that Peter would make 
1 a denial. 


( ntains some very peccat lessons 
us. But, if we are to receive 


{\ 


y Him. This took place in the 
ar Chamber in Jerusalem, where 
sus had gathered with His disiciples 
the evening before His crucifixion. 
‘was the most solemn evening in the 
istry of our Lord. 

hat evening Jesus discussed many 
gs with His disciples, and, during 
eating of the Passover, He in- 
ted the Sacrament of Holy Com- 
nion. Before concluding the long 
ning in the Upper Chamber, He 
delivered a lengthy farewell discourse, 


ch is recorded for us in three 
pters in the Gospel of John— 
apters 14, 15, and 16. At the con- 


ion of this discourse, Jesus offered 
ngthy prayer, known as His High 
2stly Prayer, and which is record- 
for us in the 17th chapter of the 
pel of John. 

he disciples had hardly entered this 
per room that evening before they 
‘gan to discuss among themselves 


Kingdom of God. Once more Jesus 
had to teach them, both by word and 
example, the indispensible significance 
of the true spirit of humility in His 
Kingdom. As an example of such 
humility, Jesus girded Himself with 
a towel and washed the feet of all 
of them. 

As they sat at meat, He told them 
that one of them, one of His very own 
chosen twelve, would betray Him. 
Later on He warned Peter that before 
the cock would crow in the morning 
he would deny Him three times. 


Jesus had tried to make it clear 
to the disciples that the terrible hour 
of His sacrificial death for the sins 
of the world was drawing nigh. Now 
He was about to be betrayed into 
“the hands of sinners.” The disciples 
who had followed Him up to this 
time would not be able to go with 
Him any further. Entirely alone He 
would have to bear the sins of the 
world and die on the cross in atone- 
ment for man’s transgressions of God’s 
holy will. In this the disciples would 
not be able to follow Him. He would 
have to suffer and die in their stead, 
and for the sake of all mankind, alone! 
Jesus suffered beyond all human 
power of description, and a terrible 
agony filled His soul, as He took upon 
Himself the sin-guilt of the entire 
world. It was also with great sad- 
ness in His heart that Jesus told His 
disciples that all of them would be 
offended in Him and flee as He enter- 
ed this gravest hour of His ministry. 

4t was against this that Peter re- 
belled. He answered and _ said to 
Jesus, “If all shall be offended in 
thee, I will never be offended.” (Matt. 
26:33). Then it was that Jesus had 
to tell Peter, “Verily I say unto thee, 
that this night, before the cock crows, 
thou shalt deny me thrice.” (Matt. 
26:34). 
not give up his self-confidence, his 
reliance upon himself, and so he boldly 
asserted, “Even if I must die with 
thee, yet will I not deny thee.” (Matt. 
26:35). Peter, however, was not alone 
in this bold, self-confident assertion. 
Matthew tells us, “Likewise also said 
all the disciples.” (Matt. 26:35). 

As we read all this about Peter, 
there are many other things about 
him that also come to our minds. He 
was really the chief disciple among 
the Twelve. He was a leader and he 
had courage. He was a man of great 
faith and was devoted to Jesus. 
Peter was the spokesman for the 
Twelve when Jesus placed a serious 
question before them. For example, 
we know well how Peter answered, 


when Jesus at Caesarea Phillippi, asked — 


and Twelve, “Who say ye that I am?” 
It was Peter who then spoke up and 
said with a deep conviction of a 


based on self was evident 


ae ts iene Christ, 


But even at that, Peter would — 


trust in Jesus alone. 


In the presence of the 


0 ften ‘ 


apo a in the) 


A LENTEN MES: 


“Thou art the Christ, the ‘ 
living God.” (Matt. 16:16). — 

Knowing all this about Pete: 
seem strange to us that he wou 
deny his Lord. No doubt, 
seemed strange to Peter w. 
told him that he faced such a 
With this in mind, we © 
What was it then that made 
Jesus? Without question, 
several things which led to 1 
but basically there was one p 
reason. 

Instead of placing an ‘ane 
what Jesus meant to him 
Peter was placing too muck 
on what he himself was as” 
of Jesus. In this way 
relied too much on hims 
entirely on Christ. This 


that Peter spoke: “If 
offended in thee, I will 
fended.” (Matt. 26:33). 
must die with thee, yet — 
deny thee.” (Matt. 26:35). — 

We have that same d 
Christian people today. 
those people who prefer | to p 
emphasis on what they th 
are as Christians rather tha: 
Jesus is to them as their Sav! 
emphasis should always b 
Christ as our Savior an 
and not on what we are as 
in Christ. After all, we a 
ners who need to repent 
our sins before God, thus cS 
mercy and grace. Our 


the Bible ‘the erie 
to our salvation is alw 

Peter had to learn th 
trust in himself as a fo 
but that he must. 


The denial itself by 
that he was rely. 
and therefore he faile 
was led away to the 
high priest, Peter follo 


Lord, Peter did pole 
Jesus, 


cae Him : as ‘hia Lord 
the presence of those 


Inside the court Pe 


"(Concluded a 


strength of the Lord reaches 
in times of our strength- 
as been the main experience 
ar. Both summer and Christ- 
tions were times of almost 
activity Instead of utilizing 
tunities for preaching in 1955 
vere turned to account this 
But remarkably enough, 
i fant fae ae here in the 


’ class ie 25 has given 
ement, and yet the de- 


is located east of Tokyo 


over 2,000,000 people. We 
Prefectural capital, Chiba 
has a population of 150,000. 
y ordained Lutheran Pas- 
hole area. We have three 
ad - in charge of 
_ they have not been or- 


CA) missionary doing so- 
this Prefecture. Our 
ed. to Chiba in March, 1954. 
- 1956 was one filled with 
ts for which we are most 
our Almighty God and 
le who support us in A- 
erhaps the greatest single 
the erection in July of our 
aapel here in Chiba City. 


ol which totals over 100 
have now begun two 


There is also a single 


space problems for our | 


See, us back nine of those who 
successfuliy have served as evangelists 
or Bible women for one, two or three 
years. Looking at them it has been 
brought home time and again that 
they are “miracles of grace’ whether 
looked at from physical, intellectual 
or spiritual standpoints to such an ex- 
tent that it is simply impossible not 
to give oneself wholly to that blessed 
work. 

A “miracle in stone,” in the form 
of a large, strong three-story re- 
enforced concrete building, has pro- 
vided facilities hitherto sorely needed 
and it has made greatly desired ex- 
pansion possible. 

Of prominent visitors who have 
spoken to us during the past year 
Bishop Hanns Lilje of Hannover and 
Pastor Fr. Wisloff of Norway deserve 
special mention for what they have 
brought us. ~ 


Our great need are national teachers. 
Japan has only had one Inadomi, and 
as a Bible teacher he has so far had 
no successor to fill his place. 


But we believe it was the Lord 
Himself who started this work, He 
has most abundantly blessed it so 
far. We trust Him for the future. 


THE ONLY ORDAINED 
UTHERAN PASTOR AMONG TWO MILLION JAPANESE 


sets of classes for our Sunday School.) 
Our average Church attendance is 26. 
We have 20 communicant members 
here, but have a good number in the 
baptism study class. During the year 
a Ladies’ Aid was started which is 
proving to be as active and faithful 
in helping me as any Ladies’ Aid 
anywhere could be. Our Luther League 
remains strong with more young peo- 
ple making definite witnesses for their 
new Lord and Master. Also a choir 
was started which is directed by one 
of our young men. It is a great joy 
to see our people work on our new 
little chapel, the Leaguers have painted 
the whole inside and the Ladies’ Aid 
is in the process of making altar 
cloths for the chancel furniture. 
During the past year I have con- 
tinued weekly services at a large TB 
hospital on the edge of town. An av- 
erage of 20 attend this group. Also 
weekly services were started at a 


This page is edited by The 
Rev. K. R. Jensen, Viberg, 
South Dakota 


school for the blind here in Chiba 
City, but since the school has moved 
to a location nearby our new chapel — 
the services there were discontinued. — 
Also I conduct weekly English Bible 
classes at our Chiba Chapel and for 
English students of Chiba National 
University located close to our new 
chapel. : 


Pastor Paul C. Johnsen 


An interesting venture was begun 
in late April when some Luthera 
Hour listeners in Yokoshiba, a town 
near the east coast of Chiba Prefect 
(1% hours from Chiba City by c 
asked me to come over there and 
gin services. With the help of a Bi 
School student working full time wit 
me we have been able to build th 
group up to a sizable number (4 
attended the Christmas service.) Th 
group started in the home of a Chris 
ian family, but as we grew the gr 
secured a large house where all s Ly 
vices are now held. This com 
Easter we look forward to our fir 
baptisms and confirmations. Most 
those coming to our meetings th 
are rural people which gives us pro- — 
mise of starting a future rural cente . 
in eastern Chiba. 

Our continual Lutheran Hour col 
tacts come in so fast that it is im 
possible to keep up with them. W. 
do send out regular letters to all 
inquirers, but actual visits to the homes — 
of all the people are impossible. Ther 
are over 600 homes and they ar 
scattered over the whole prefecture. 
Those with serious problems are the © 
ones we try to contact first. Out of © 
these contacts we have had numerous ~ 
other requests to begin new preaching K on 
places. Since I go home on furlough ~ 
in 1957 I did not feel it wise to start — 


(Continued on page 13) 


E The leaders of the stewardship programs of all the 
Lutheran synods in America met in Columbus Jan. 3-4 
The only synods not represented were AELC and Suomi. 
It was this writer’s privilege to represent the UELC. 
a We In this annual conference an attempt is made to share 
P ‘experiences and information and to coordinate, wherever 
possible, the efforts that are being made. The result is 
_ that the Lutheran thinking on the subject of stewardship is 
a moving along the same lines, although some of the projects 
* Beem quite different. 
: Stewardship Word-study 
‘The subject was treated and defined in various ways 
and from different points of view. There was, by way. of 
' example, a presentation under the title of a “Word-Study 
‘in Stewardship” based on the Bible and the catechism and 
‘the Augsburg Confession. It was pointed out that the 
‘ord “steward” does not appear in the Old Testament, but 
he idea of being responsible to God is there. In the 
New Testament parables it is intimated that a steward 
$ a person charged with carrying out the affairs of a 
household according to the laws set up by another, and 
that a steward does not have a way or will of his own. 
e is guided solely by his master’s. It is applied to all 
1embers | of the congregation. Each member of a congre- 
” _ gation is to look upon himself as a servant of God, and is 
to seek to fulfill His will. The importance of being faithful 
n the stewardship is looked up on as being very important. 
"Failure to accept such responsibility can mean a deficiency 
oh in faith, or result in disaster. This means that a church 
ember who is unwilling to look upon what he has—his 
i lents, time and means—as a trust from God, not to use 
as he pleases, but as God pleases, is due for an awakening 
“ gand needs to re-evaluate his alleged faith. 
An expression such as the apostle Paul used hints at 
bake meaning of stewardship. “I have been crucified with 
* Christ. ” This means that “self” gives way to the “owner” 
and the One who died for our sins. 
al In the explanation to Article I of the creed the thought 
f being God’s servants is quite clear. “For all of which 
m duty bound to thank, praise, serve and obey Him.” 
Article II it is fully as much to ‘the point. “That I 
ht be His own, live under Him in His kingdom and 
my Geer ey This: is the historic confession of the 
heran Church. God is the owner of members of churches 
right of creation and redemption. It refers not just to 
iving a tenth of income or a portion of time, but of the 
tal self to His direction and service. 


Vocation 
In an effort to expand the meaning of stewardship to 
what it should be, the subject of vocation was treated. It 
was pointed out that a vocation is that to which God has called 
a Christian. That call is as much a part of the life of a 
rmer or business man as it is of a pastor or missionary. 
It is as much a part of stewardship as the work a person 
does in the organization of a congregation. The church is 
B comprised of persons who have been called apart. It is 
a call to repentance, suffering, patience, sanctification and 
on _ service. The call to being saved from sin and for heaven 
has in it a call to be a steward in work. This stewardship 
is something to be lived out in daily work. This view 
4 was distorted in the middle ages by distinguishing between 
_ secular and sacred work. A person who went into seclusion, 
parated himself from the material concerns of life in a 
onastery, was supposed to be doing something more sacred 
_ than a person who did farm work for profit. The result 
ee has been that this generation has been influenced to think 


Impressions From the All-Lutheran Stewardship Conference 


By L. M. Andersen 


_gregation is a body of believers whose corporate | 


that it is a greater service to God to teach Sunday 
than to manufacture farm machinery. 

Reference was made to the classic story of! the st 
He made shoes not so that he could earn money t 
the church and thus carry on the work of the L 
made shoes to render a service to some one who mi 
good use of a pair of shoes, possibly so he could 
another person and in the total picture make kn¢ 


the community. The speaker pointed out that he 
a steward of God, serving God, as much when h 
with the family laundry as when he was giving th 
He noted that it is only the Christian who can s 
vocation, because it means “that to which you hi 
called’’—where you are to serve your Lord. This is 
ship. It does not exclude tithing; nor does it er 
tithing. He pointed out that the only satisfying | 
for working is to serve God and our neighbor. 
Elton Trueblood he said “Work which has no oth 
than the pay-check is closer to slavery than freedor 
present economy has made all of this complex. The 
worker perhaps will never know who will benefit k 
he helps to produce, and may find it difficult 
satisfaction in serving his neighbor in that way. It 
a greater challenge to faith and commitment t 1e 
The speaker suggested that parishes have occupatior 
ings attempting fo answer questions such as a 
serve Christ in my job?” 

Choosing the job, it was pained out, is as imp 
doing it. He suggested questions to ask. “Does 
human need? Does it offer opportunity for the dev 
of God-given talents? Is it a contribution to the 
life? Work that is parasitical or harmful to otk 
not offer a vocational opportunity. Quoting John 
he said “A need known and the capacity to meet 
stitutes a call.” When a man cannot pray about i 
that isn’t a job for him. 


Stewardship and Parish Education = 

A presentation treating the subject of the prin 
practices of stewardship in the Sunday School 
some subjects that are vital to the total paris 
It was noted that there is a trend in some are 
of the Sunday School as having its own mis : 
gram parallel with that of the congregation, a 
stewardship emphasis in the Sunday School might 
be harmful to the total effort of the congregatic 
speaker suggested three tests by which a paris 
measure its emphasis in the Sunday School. © 1) ‘- 


is centered in the worship service. The Sunday Se 
not another group doing this, but a part of the co: 
doing it with the congregation. Sunday Scho 
substitute for the worship service. Hiss “pri ) 
struction-class-period. 2) The work of a c 
one work regardless of where it is being done. 
effective and commendable technique for the pr 
stewardship of Possessions, is proportionate | 
Sunday Schools should point the way to thi 
perhaps even to the point of the congregation 
handling Sunday School Funds and the pupi 
same series of envelopes as the congregati 
develop the principle of the oneness of the 
the congregation and make proportionate 
principle simpler. ere is 
Miscellaneous jn cian 
Other observations were that. ee appears to 


ig ¥ ae, ff Veguize 


WX: bee 6 


ae - 
for the Stewardship and Evangelism committees 
synod and parish levels to integrate their programs. 
a need to integrate the stewardship program in the 
League organizations. The church has a mighty tool 
mail advertising. The seminary students of today 
cei ve training in some synods on the subject of 
up. The furnishing of fund-raising services by 
stewardship committees is being practiced by some 
already. 

2 


x 
a 4, 


TERAN CHURCH OF MEXICO ORGANIZED 


ner national church body joined the ranks of world 


‘ism on Feb, 3 when the Lutheran Church of Mexico 
mized. The new Church’s birthday occurred on the 
mniversary of the Juarez revolution in Mexico, com- 
known as the beginning of modern Mexico. 


e congregations with 450 confirmed ‘members com- 
1e new body. Application was made immediately for 
ship in the Lutheran World Federation, and dele- 
were elected tentatively for the LWF assembly in 
polis next August. 


new church was organized ten years after the first 
born ‘Mexican began work as an ordained ALC pas- 
‘Mexico and only eight years after the first ALC 
gation was organized in the republic. 


“$F : 

ed as the first officers of the Lutheran Church of 
Sexe Rev. David Orea Luna, president; Rev. Roberto 
vice president; Dr. Joel Alvarez, secretary; and Rev. 
Guzman, treasurer. 


three fecesions of the constituting convention and 
three sessions of the new Church were held Feb. 
he newly acquired Augsburg House in Mexico 
ais building, situated near the University of Mexico, 
tually to be nationalized and become the seminary of 


oe 


Bdilding currently provides the residence for Rev. 
1 E. Nehrenz, director of Mexican Missions, and his 
and for three students enrolled in the seminary. 
he building is nationalized, all teaching in the semi- 
rogram will be done at the nationalized property of 
Lutheran Church in Mexico City. Three additional 
have registered for next year. 


w Church elected boards of education, literature and 
tions, and missions and evangelism. Provision was 
for additional boards, committees, and commissions 
growing church expands its program. 

3 eo; 

a Luna has been freed from parish duties and will 
his full time to producing literature in addition to 
in his position as president. A medical clinic has 
tablished under the direction of Dr. Joel Alvarez, who 
rdained minister as well as a medical doctor. 

ALC’s program of Mexican missions had its beginning 
the Mexicans in Texas. It spread into Mexico when 
Orea Luna, a professor at a Nazarene Seminary in 
, became converted to Lutheranism by reading 
in literature. He became affiliated with the ALC, 
= extended its work into Old Mexico. 


ove news is of special interest to us, for we shall 
Ss in that mission when the merger comes. 
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THE WEEK AT DANA 


your midcontinent college 


Vikings Break Two Records During Basketball Season 
By Keith Gronberg, Council Bluffs, Ia. 

Despite the fact that only 13 players turned out for the 
Dana College basketball team this year, the Vikings managed 
to split even by winning 7 of 10 home games and losing ~ 
7 of 10 away contests on their way to compiling a 10-10 
won-lost record. 

Captain Bill Davis, Omaha, and Bob Jensen, Blair, bois 
of whom were selected by the Omaha World Herald for 
positions on the Central Church College All Conference 
Team, led the Dana cagers throughout the entire season. ~ 
Jensen, the only senior on the squad, set a new four-year Ve 
scoring record of 1061 points, and Davis pushed through 
444 points for a new high in single session scoring. Against 
Westmar the scrappy Davis tallied 37 points to equal the ‘i 
school’s single game record formerly held by Fritz Youra, 
now a student at Central Theological Seminary. 

Ample support was given the two sharpshooters, Jensen 
and Davis, by the three other members of the first five. 
Forward Carmen Craig, though not a consistently high 
scorer, turned in many games of fine passing and rebound- 
ing while guards Ron Huston and Jan Philby were pS 
long shots with amazing regularity. 

Dana captured a tie for second place in the Central Church 
College Conference with a record of three wins and three 
losses. Of the three losses two were tied at the end of 
regulation time but the Vikes couldn’t quite come through 
in the overtime period and were defeated 87-79 by Tarkio 
and 66-63 at the hands of Concordia. 

Seven teams were encountered twice by the Vikings 
during the season and only one, Buena Vista, managed to © 
hand the Dana crew two defeats, the last by only one thin 
point. 

Coach Paul Peterson was very enthusiastic about the hard 
work and spirit of the team and also the excellent spirit 
of the whole student body. Next year Coach Peterson is 
looking forward to a more prosperous season since only one dish 
letterman will be lost through graduation, and also because 
of the fine performances turned in by sophomore Dick i 
Jensen and other younger members of the team. 


CHOSEN FOR ALL-CONFERENCE TEAM 


Bob Jensen, Blair 


Bill Davis, Omaha 
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| The Truth Shall Make You Free 


By Larry Nielsen 


The theme for Youth Sunday is “The Truth Shall 
by -e You Free.” In this quotation from John we find 
tw vo words which we often do not take time to thoroughly 
vestigate. When we hear “The Truth Shall Make You 
a ee, ” what do we think of as the meaning of truth and 


1at is truth? What is freedom? These are questions 
1 have confused man for centuries. I cannot go into 


ogian. 


‘ let us dwell upon what Jesus said: “If you con- 


other words, Christ has revealed to us that God’s 
is Truth, and that if we accept this truth, it will 


A y when we think of what it means ‘to know the 
—we think of knowing intellectual truths. Any- 
knows 2 and 2 make 4. We can count up results 
and 1 see that it is true. Also we can look up facts and 
ye r ove @ Einstein’ s theories are true. These are intellectual 
{ : aide when Christ says, “I am the way, the truth, 


1 will know the Truth and the Truth will make 
you free.” You see, it gives you a new impression. You 

yw fits of this truth that will make you free as 
ee that will Arias you. free. In other words Jesus 


; r our sins. Christ knew this when He ase on the 


- 


we can be free from our sins in Christ. This id 
God wants us to think of as the Truth. 


Now, if you remember, I mentioned earlier 


time to look into. In this country we hear 
“freedom” very much for this is “the land of 


because they say it interferes with their freec 
if we stop and think, nature puts limitations on 
If you go and jump off a mountain, soy are 


for the flesh, but aR love be ale Ae vp Pee t 
er.” You see, we are so tied up in a 
world about us, that we cannot escape to h 
one another as God says. Actually we are 
all. We are so bound to what we think is 
live in this society that we are actually prisor 
own cell. God has given us freedom in the 
possible. For isn’t the only real freedom. 
ourselves? And too, when having God’s 
can forget our self-concern and do as Gadi 
“Thou shalt love thy neighbor as hye a 


” 


‘a oy 

Let us once again look at our text Mf SG 
know the Truth, and the Truth shall m 
The most important thing to Temeey ee is 
what we parike to put nae in our thin 


when Christ speaks of hala He ; ae spet 

and His ways. If we have faith in Christ, 
us free from our sin, and until we accept 
not be free. 


(This is the Youth Sunday meditation deli 
ay " ae at St. ae aie 


39) Sau scan eee Be Ra Me ane ae te 


treet Lutheran of Hutchinson YOUTH OFFICE BULLETIN BOARD 


; ie L. W. F. Choir Rehearsals have been planned for a 
bserves Youth Sunday six-state area including the Dakotas, Iowa, Nebraska, 
Minnesota, and Wisconsin. A new folder listing the |} 
th of Main Street Lutheran Church, Hutchin- time and place of rehearsal is being sent to all pastors |f| 


i ota, j joined with other young people of the within reach of the rehearsal points. 
ivangelical Lutheran Church all over the con- REGISTRATION ie 
observe Youth Sunday, February 24th. Many A registration blank has been sent to each pastor. | 
and children took part in. the two mornin The registrations are to be sent to: THE AUGUSTANA 
na P ae g YOUTH OFFICE, 2445 Park Avenue, Minneapolis 4, 
eee: Bice r Minnesota by April Ist. | 

usical contributions included: organists, Muriel at eee 

_and De hnson; tte, Mary Ann NO TOO 
a a Je ‘a pee ete, a We expect to use the same anthems for the League 
Marylee Carlson, Ro eae Hammond, an Arne Choir at Fresno. Singers are to purchase their own 
¥ ano-organ duet by William Kreie and Muriel music. Here are the anthems: | 
3; the Junior Choir with Ada Sanken as soloist LAMB OF GOD, Lutheran Chorale, arr. Christiansen. 
me Natwick accompanist. (Augsburg 133) 


: 5) GOD’S SON HAS MADE ME FREE, Greig- Overby. Wo 
ting in the liturgy were; Mary Telecky, Dan- (Augusburg 1004) 


m, Thomas Brunberg, and Kenneth Ahlstrom. || cRowNn HIM WITH MANY CROWNS, Elvey. (From 
de and Douglas Madsen read the Epistle lesson. hymnbooks, available in sheet form) | 
y and Brenda Hendrickson gave brief talks JESUS, IN THY DYING WOES, Swedish tune, arr. | ; ‘ 


Second eee he auther Petey toc, Aaya rer 1 a Handel, any a 
id Steven Nelson acted as acolytes. tas Fl caitiag 

g men, members of the Luther League, served Order by name and number from Lutheran Publish- 
Lloyd Olson, Robert Jensen, George Linde, ing House, Blair, Nebraska. 
Ison, Gary Peterson, Kenneth Vorpahl, Jerome | 3 
and Peter Lagus. the children and youth, he also emphasized the chu 
dward A. Hansen, pastor of Main Street Luth- _and its program. He pointed out that the church pro- 
ch, and former Youth Director of the United vides guides for Christian living from baptism throug. 
1 Lutheran Church, gave a challenging mes- parenthood. Pastor Hansen stated that young peopl 
parents and youth. Pastor Hansen said there that are given and accept this foundation of Christiar 
a agencies contributing to the education and truths and opportunities, offered them by the home a 
3 youth, the home, the school, and the church. the church, do not become problems, but become a pan 
he influence that a Christian home has upon of the solution to the problems of our day. 


-——s CALIFORNIA—HERE WE COME 


NOW IS THE TIME TO REGISTER, PRAY AND PREPARE 


sa ic 


{ registration together with $5.00 ($2.50 for leabuers from San Joaquin Valley churches, pastors, oe 


, and counsellors) to: Committee on Registrations, Grace Lutheran Church, 4845 East Tulare, Fresno, a 
Deadline for registration is May 25. 
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> ‘The cry of man’s anguish went up 
i to God: 

“Lord, take away pain! 

fe tne shadow that darkens the world 
Thou hast made; 

The close coiling chain 

_ That strangles the heart; the burden 
that weighs 

On the wings that would soar— 
Lord, take away pain from the world 
Thou hast made, 

That it love Thee the more.” 

_ Then answered the Lord to the cry of 
the world: 

' “Shall I take away pain, 


GOD SPEAKS TO THE SUFFERER 


And with it the power of the soul 
to endure, 
Made strong by the strain? 
Shall I take away pity that knits 
heart to heart, 
And sacrifice high? 
Will ye lose all your heroes that lift 
from the fire 
White brows to the sky? 
Shall I take away love that redeems 
with a price, 
And smiles with its loss? 
Can ye spare from. your lives that 
would cling unto Mine 
The Coaies on His cross?” 
—Author Unknown 


A: CHILD’S PRAYER AT 
Behe, BEDTIME 


omas L. Baird in “Gospel Herald” 


ear Father who from heaven above 

oks on each child with tender love, 

‘ Bend ‘way, ‘way down, press close 
your ear, 

‘his prayer of mine be sure to hear... 

Thank You, dear God, for coming near. 


hank You for all that I enjoy— 

y story book, my windup toy, 

y friends, and, oh! my Mom and 
Dad! 

e best a child has ever had— 


ut sleeping or awake I know 
ou love me, God—and I love You; 
Help me to show You that I do 


Amen! 


—The Sentinel 


Said one man to another: “You 


it ‘was quite a good one.” 


- other, “but I can’t stand Smith. T’ll 
_ laugh when I get home.” 


Little Mary was being told about 
ayers. They were explained to her 
as _ being like telegrams to God. “Is 
‘that why we send them at night,” 


By being good and kind and true. 


- didn’t laugh at Smith’s joke. I thought 


Brit was a good one,” replied the 


“WHAT SHALL I GIVE?” 


“What shall I give?” I asked as 
I stood at the gate of life. 

“A coin will do,” the crowd replied. 
“That’s all it takes to get by.” 

I put it there, the coin so small, a 
thing I’d never miss. It opened the 
gate but that was all. I stepped 
inside, but I never saw the child who 
was cold—I failed to touch the ones 


~ who were down. 


“It’s a cheap affair,’ I said, as I 
turned to go, but an angel stood in 


my way. 
“Try again,” he said, “give more 
and more.” So I gave and gave and 


gave again—the flowers sprang up 
and the children played. 

“How much?” I asked, and the angel 
said, “It will be enough when every 
hungry child is fed—when every fe- 
vered brow is cool—when every shred 
of hate is gone—when love dwells 
deep in every heart, and God, the 
Father, reigns supreme.” 

“But I shall digs I cried, 
thus give.” 

“No,” the angel said, “you will live.” 


Sf I 


\ —Beulah G. Squires 


THE HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH 


The Church is a ‘family—a society 
of brothers and sisters whose highest 
privilege is mutual helpfulness. <A 
good name for it is “The Household 
of Faith.” The head of the family 
is God. The family has its traditions, 
customs, memories, anniversaries, its 
plans and joys and hopes. Christians 
who are not confessed members of 
this family are not acting the part 
of considerate brothers and _ sisters. 
They are wanderers. They should 
come home. 


places 


_a normal little girl,” she. 


‘super inquired. 


Danger 


They should take their 
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at the 
should do their share of 
hold work. They should p 
in the family celebrations 
should do what they can 7 
church the fitting figure an 
of “the city of the living 
who holds aloof from the and 
tracts from its efficiency an 
the progress of the inn a 


—Charles E. 3 


After the great Chicago fire ¢ 
business men were looking at 1 
of their business. Said one 0: 
“Well, I thank God I put son 
money where it could not bur: 
other two looked at him in s 
“Where had you put your m@ 
The answer was: “In missio: 


Mrs. Burt, a “well-meaning” 
bor, kept pestering little Mar 
being so quiet, unlike her 
and garrulous offspring. 

“You don’t have much to 


“What’s the matter with yor 
aren’t you more talkative?” — 


Replied the child, “I’m 


“Are Re a bisckes watch a 


‘Nah, I never had an i 
I’m a whistle listener.” __ 


“When the eyes 
hee becomes more acut i 
edical authority. We ha 
several 
church. — 


people experime 


entitled to double. exemption 
ing 65 years old or over, wr 
husband asking for information, 
some delay he received this 4 
“My wife says she is not 65 3 n 
will be.” 


Little ‘girl, BOE ie Y 
preacher: “Mummie, what | 
if he Eels. out?” 


4 SERIOUS LETTER 

ntinued from page 1) 

ulness of her feelings, being 
ent and forbearing with her 
_ wish the Lord to be with 
all your failures. Because 
ea child of God, and you 
to please Him in all that you 
away immediately and for- 
ny thought of divorce or of 
ion. Only in this way will 


‘oid, for yourself and for all . 


aed, far more suffering than 
ve yet known. 
not think that Florence has 
ything to do with my writing 
tter. She has not. It is the 
of my brief conversation with 
st Friday. 
ive me, Tom, if I appear to 
een too harsh with you. I 
nly your welfare and hap- 
ad, above all, God’s glory. 
With sincere affection, 
Your Pastor. 


ane NEWS FROM 
‘HERE AND THERE 
continued from page 4) 
shouses are maintained by the 
at Phillipsburg, N. J.; New 
, Md.; Napanee, Ind.; Minne- 
Minn.; San Antonio, Tex; 
g Angeles and Modesto, Calif. 


ROTESTANTS- UNITED 
LENGE RIGHT OF JESUITS 
TELEVISION STATIONS 
xington, D. C.—The right of 
institutions to own and op- 
television stations has been 
ged. in an open letter to 
rs of the Federal Commun- 
. Commission by Protestants 
ther Americans United for 
tion of Church and State. 
Glen Archer, executive di- 


declared in his letter that 


uit order is “alien” in control 
mership within the meaning 
ion 310 of the Communica- 
Act ‘and therefore ineligible 
ate a TV channel. 

Act, he said, states that “the 
Eicense required should not 
ated to or held by any alien 

‘representative of an alien.” 
Archer’s ‘move was directed 
against Loyola University at 
Y ae ee: St. Eouis: ee 


os Qi 


\ 


\ 


there cooperate in broadcasting 


THE AN SGAR LUTHERAN 


University, J eat ee whose 
applications for television channels 
are pending before the FCC. 

He said the testimony of the pres- 
idents of these schools shows that 
their supervising boards are com- 
posed entirely of Jesuit priests who 
are subject to removal by a superior 
general who is not an American 


citizen, and that ultimate control 
is lodged outside of the United 
States. 

In a separate statement, Dr. 


Archer said his organization’s action 
“is a part of a counterattack against 
the sectarian pressure which caused 
the banning of the film ‘Martin 
Luther’ by a Chicago station.” 

“We are opposed to an increase 
of Catholic power over the air 
waves,” he said, “because it now 
seems self-evident that Catholic 
policy is opposed to freedom of the 
air. One way we can curtail sectar- 
ian control of this important me- 
dium of information is to fight against 
sectarian ownership as a direct 
violation of the law.” 


1956—A YEAR OF MIRACLES 
IN JAPAN 
(Continued from page 7) 

any new work in the latter part of 

1956. We just do not have the work- 

ers to handle it. We pray for more 

workers, for the fields are certainly 

still white unto harvest. 

Since our manpower is so short we 
all are called upon to serve on num- 
erous Boards and Committees of the 
Japanese Church and of our Mission. 
During the past year I served on the 
Evangelism Committee of our Church 
and the Executive Committee of our 
Mission. Since all Lutheran bodies 
the 
program to all of Japan we have a 
common Lutheran Hour advisory com- 
mittee of which I am our Mission’s 
representative. Serving as Secretary 
of the Board of the Lutheran Litera- 
ture Society, another venture in 
which all Lutherans cooperate to pre- 


sent literature in Japanese, was a most 


; Ree ff re hee ft ee erm Wt 


I was also 


rewarding experience. 
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Successor to N. T. Lund Co. 
Blair, Nebraska 
H. Lyle Guyer 
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P. V. Hansen 


called upon to be Secretary of the 3 
All Lutheran Free Conference of Japan 
which is a body of all Lutherans seek- 
ing, greater cooperation in Japan a- 
mong us of common confession. 

In closing let me say that to present 
a picture of Japan of people flocking 
to church would be most untrue. Often — 
we who are doing new frontier work 
meet many discouragements. Since 
our work is still new I baptized only 
seventeen adults in all of 1956 (we 
require one full year of faithful church 
attendance as well as  Catechetical 
instruction before baptism or confirm- 
ation.) But the Church is truly being 
planted here. Though the numbers 
are small the people are faithful. We 
look for many more blessings here 
in the future as we continue our new 
work here in Chiba. We thank God 
for the privilege we have to be your. 
fellow workers in God’s Kingdom > 
here. Pray for us! ; 


WHAT IS EVANGELISM? 
It is the sob of God. ; 
It is the anguished cry of Jesus as 
He weeps over a doomed city. f 
It is the cry of Paul, “I could wish : 
that myself were accursed from Christ 
for my brethren, my kinsmen accord- | 
ing to the flesh.” \ 
Evangelism is the heart-winning plea 
of Moses, “Oh, this people have sin- 
ned. ... Yet now, if thou wilt forgive 
their sin. . ;- if not, ‘blot’ meyiaigs 
pray thee, out of the book which thou ~ 
hast written.” a 
It is the cry of John Knox, 
me Scotland or I die.” 
It is the declaration of John Wesley, 
“The world is my parish.” 
It is the sob of parents in the night, — 
weeping over a prodigal child. i 
—Cumberland Presbyterian. — 
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[ru cn CHRISTIAN ETHOS 


By Werner Elert 
“A reliable guide through the 
complexities of ethical debate.” 
...Lby]‘‘one of the most im- 
portant Lutheran theologians 
of this generation.” 
$6.00 


| —Bishop Hans Lilje. 
LUTHER ON VOCATION 


By Gustav Wingren 


One of Sweden’s leading the- 
ologians writes on the rela- 
tionship between Luther's doc- 
trine of vocation and _ his 
theology. $3.50 


Order from Lutheran Pub. House — 
Blair, Nebraska 


At all book stores 
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McNabb, Ill., ‘Emmaus Luth. Church from Esther Anderson in memory of Mrs. 
; Olaf Olson, ‘Chicago, Ill. 
mp Douglas, Wis., St. Stephen’s Luth. Church 
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ling waivers last year many 
3, members of religious orders, 
istian Science practitioners 
have their earnings in 1955 
5 quent years count toward 
survivors, and disability in- 
Those waivers remain in ef- 
“need not be renewed. 


clergymen who have not yet 
© be covered must file waivers 
#15. ine wish to have their 


Eiard Bence ecu: The 
is made by filing Form 2031 
> > District Director | of Internal 


e ‘District Director or from 
ocial Security Administration 


oe] 


in each of the years 1955 
received $400 or more net 
self-employment, in- 


ister, member of a religious 
Songer dee practition- 


gyman who elects _ social 
coverage pays his tax as a 

oyed person. His church is 
pre the tax. The tax rate for 
= per cent of self-employ- 
come up to $4,200. 
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ESTBY, MONTANA, SOLVES 
TS BROTHERHOOD 

_ PROBLEMS 

. year ago the men of the 
n churches in the Westby, 
‘ community met and decided 


because the congregations 
$i small. A constitution was 


ae Peeeercee cons. Some 


ae ae the Aorta 
are good on different 
uments. Some good testi- 


Bik Horn Luth, Church ...... rite Seer 


any salary fees, or honoraria 


ize one brotherhood. This _ 


and the meetings are held — 


17157.92 ; j 
Uieudpenecetkcsts’ 114018.64 sererseveeees | 49 718,64 
100 Pct. 44 
Nebraska,March 9, 1957. 


Blair, 


monial readings have been given and 
pastors and lay people from other 
churches have spoken. The chairman 
of the program committee, Mr. Martin 
Rostad of Comertown, deserves much 
credit for the success of the programs. 


LETTER TO THE EDITOR 


Dear Editor, 

In response to your comments about 
lay-ministers page 3, February 18, 
I would like to say that. I have 
been wondering for a long time 
why our Lutheran churches don’t make 
use of lay-ministers like we did 30 
years ago. I think the laymen can 
e of great blessing if they are put 
to work in our congregations, especial- 


ly when we have mission meetings and 


when we have vacancies in our con- 
gregations in our North Dakota-Mon- 
tana District. It would help our pas- 
tors a lot in the District when we have 
vacancies. Of course if there is a 
vancancy for a longer period of time, 
a pastor could come and give com- 
munion and have baptisms. 

I have talked with many men and 
women the last few years that feel 
the same about this layman proposi- 
tion as I do. The more people we 
can put to work in God’s vineyard 
the better it will be for all of us. 
I really enjoyed very much when 
we had those testimonial readings at 
our brotherhood programs. 

Sincerely Yours, 
Hans B. Madsen 


WHY DID PETER DENY JESUS? 
(Continued from page 6) 
But “a certain maid,” a young woman, 
saw “him as he sat in the light of 
the fire and looking stedfastly upon 
him, said, ‘This man also was with 
him.” (Luke 22:56). Peter being afraid 
responded quickly with his first denial, 
“Woman, I know him not.” (Luke 
22:57). After a little while another 
person saw him and said, “Thou also 


art one of them.” (Luke 22:58). Again 
Peter denied it. After the space of 
about one hour another confidently 


affirmed, saying, “Of a truth this man 


also was with him; for he is a Galile- 
an.” (Luke 22:59). By this time Peter 
began to curse and swear as he as- 
serted that he did not know Jesus. 
As Peter spoke the cock crew. Just 
then Jesus also turned and looked 


‘| 8044.87 
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P. V. Hansen, Treas. is As 


at Peter. “And Peter remembered — 
the word of the Lord, how that he ; 
said unto him, ‘Before the cock crow 
this day thou shalt deny me thrice.’ 
And he went out, and wept ee ff 
(Luke 22:61-62). 


We can be sure that it was the ee 
of Jesus, a glance of wounded lov 
that brought Peter to a realization 
what he had done. Now he recognized - 
his sin. He knew that he had bee 
over-confident with regard to his own 
strength. He saw in himself a mise 
able sinner who could not save him 
self. He understood now better tha 
he had ever realized it, before, th 


was willing. So he went out and we 
bitterly. This became Peter’s greate 
moment of deepest repentance over hi 
sin. 

From a study of the Scrphaee as 
to what happened thereafter, we know a 
that Peter experienced God’s gracious 
forgiveness for this sin. Never agai 
did he deny his Lord; but, in boldne: 
of faith, he proclaimed the Gosp 
of his crucified and risen Lord, unt: 
he too was forced to seal that fait 
with a martyr’s death. 


Like Peter, all of us face the 
ger that we too could deny our Lor 
and Savior. We must be aware | 
that danger and stay close to ov 
Lord so that it may never happe ' 
As sinners we shall always need to — 
be strengthened in God’s grace through 
His Son Jesus Christ. May God help — 
us to confess our Savior before me ' 
even if it should cost us somethin 
to do it. 


NEVER THE 
WHITE ROSE 


By Carroll Voss 
A warm-hearted, tender 
novel about familiar people 
and how their future was — 
shaped by gossip, misunder- 
standing, pity and self- 
sacrifice. Good reading by 
the author of the popular 
COME BEFORE WINTER. 
$3.50 at all bookstores 
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Latest figures reveal new 


Lutheran Brotherhood recor 
ding Living Benefits for L 


d of 


utherans 
provt 


More than % million policyholders have 


2 —700 


Lutheran Brotherhood life insurance. Last year, these - 


policyholders received over $5 million in benefit payments 


($4 to living policyholders for every $1 


fe=sq Paid to living policyholders 


€=3 ‘Paid in death benefits 


pald in death benefits) 


church totaled about a quarter-million dollars. — 4 
A constantly-growing force A i ih i of Lutheran © a: 


Brotherhood representatives —all fellow Lutherans— 
are alert to serve you! 


Our 40th year of conscientious service to 
Lutherans and to the Lutheran Church 


futheran 
| brotherhood & 
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HOME OFFICE: Minneapolis 2, Minnesota 
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